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But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Chost, keep yourselves in 
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. 

Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever 
\mQn.—/7/rfe 20, 21, 24, 25. 
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PREFACE. 



'^ I^HE pages following contain the substance of 
three addresses delivered in London, and 
have since appeared in a series of articles in an 
American publication. There have been so many 
evidences that the blessed truth sought to be set 
forth in these pages has been helpful to those who 
have heard the talks, or read them in article form, 
that the author has been induced to put them 
together in a little booklet. 

The tendency, evermore showing itself in the 
human heart, toward legalism, even among God*s 
own people, is so strong, that, unless we are care- 
ful to differentiate very carefully the Law from the 
Gospel, we are in constant danger of falling into 
darkness and despondency, on account of our 
manifest spiritual imperfections and shortcomings. 



6 Preface. 

There is no lesson more difficult for the Christian 
to learn than that of "salvation by grace.*' We, 
through grace, "begin in the Spirit," and then 
unless we are careful to know the mind and heart 
of God toward us, we seek to "make perfect by 
the flesh." Nothing but " grace — free, unbounded 
grace " — will suffice for our need. That grace of 
God hath now appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men, being poured out upon us abundantly by 
Jesus Christ (Titus ii. 1 1-14). It is our unspeak- 
able privilege to live in it and to walk in "and 
know the love of God, which passeth knowledge." 
We cannot be presumptuous in sitting, standing, 
walking, working, and living in the " South 
Window of His Love." 

If the dear Master shall bless the reading of 
these humble pages as He has been pleased to 
bless the same message when delivered orally, the 
author will be profoundly grateful, and a thousand 
times repaid for the slight labour involved in 
preparing them. 
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There's a wideness in God's mercy, 

Like the wideness of the sea ; 
There's a kindness in His justice, 

Which is more than liberty. 
There's a welcome for the siniier, 

And more graces for the good ; 
There is mercy with the Saviour — 

There is heaHng in His blood. 

For the love of God is broader 

Than the measure of man's mind ; 
And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more simple, 

We should take Him at His word : 
And our lives would be all sunshine. 

In the sweetness of our Lord. 



" YOUR MOST HOLY FAITH P 



Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 

More than all in Thee I find : 
Raise the fallen^ cheer the faint. 

Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is Thy Name ; 

I am all unrighteousness ; 
False and full of sin I am, 

Thou art full of truth and grace. 

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 

Grace to cover all my sin : 
Let the healing streams abound, 

Make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of Life the Fountain art ; 

Freely let me take of Thee ; 
Spring Thou up within my heart. 

Rise to all eternity. 



to 



"YOUR MOST HOLY FAITH." 

T TOW refreshing it is, after reading through the 
dark story of sin and apostasy recorded in 
the Epistle of Jude, to come upon these closing 
words : " But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, look- 
ing for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life." And then how precious the benedic- 
tion at the close : " Now unto Him that is able to 
keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 

before the presence of His glory with exceeding 
joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen." These warm and loving words are 
like the Everlasting Arms underneath us. 
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I suppose the majority of Christians will agree 
that their chief spiritual distress grows out of 
their lack of faitk and love. At least my experi- 
ence with anxious and distressed souls leads me 
to believe that the lack of faith and love are the 
most distressing of all states of mind to the child 
of God. " I have so little faith," says one, and 
"my love is so weak and fitful/* says another, 
" that I can scarcely dare believe I am a Christian 
at all." Introspection fof these two graces goes 
on till discouragement overtakes such, and they 
speedily fall into the ranks of those whose " knees 
are feeble " and whose " hands hang down." We 
do not say there is no place in a Christian's life for 
introspection or self-examination ; but we are 
thoroughly convinced that more Christians become 
weak and discouraged from this habit than from 
almost every other cause. Especially is this true 
of those who are blessed with a sensitive con- 
science and warm affections. I am sure all wil 
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agree that both faith and love are apt to disappear 
from the consciousness just in proportion as they 
are looked for. Let faith and love be turned upon 
the object of their trust and aflfection, and they 
grow strong ; but turn your eyes upon them, and 
they are abashed and hide themselves away from 
sight. 

A main trouble with such distressed believers, in 
my judgment, lies not so much in the lack of 
these graces as in a misunderstanding of their use 
and the secret springs of their life and power. 
The psalmist says : " All my springs are in Thee " 
(Ps. Ixxxvii. 7), and again he declares : " Whom 
have I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside Thee " (Ps. Ixxiii. 
25). The distress arises from looking in the wrong 
place for the springs of these graces. Both of 
them grow from God downward into our souls 
rather than from us upward to God. 

A misreading of the two apostolic exhortations 
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under consideration will turn our joy into sorrovv 
and our hope into despair; whereas a proper 
reading and a careful observance of them will 
make us strong in faith and abundant in love. I 
shall attempt to interpret them in as small a space 
as the greatness of the theme will allow. 

" But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on 
your most holy faith." This is, or ought to be, 
our first care. Before attending to it, it is well to 
study the exhortation, and find out exactly what 
we are charged to do. This passage is a very oft- 
quoted one, especially in public prayer ; but it is 
more often misquoted than otherwise, especially in 
the substitution of the preposition upon which the 
exhortation hinges itself. " Building yourselves 
up ' /// ' your most holy faith," is the common 
form in which it is quoted ; whereas we are told 
to build ourselves up "(?/»" our most holy faith. 
Surely there is a difference in the meaning of " in " 
and " on," and the difference becomes momentous 
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in the use of them in the midst of these words* 
Now if we set out to build ourselves up in our 
most holy faith, we begin at once to think of the 
faith we have in us toward the Lord Jesus, and, 
finding it so small, we at once are smitten with the 
fear that, if our faith is to be the foundation of 
our hope, or of the soul-building we are to erect, it 
is not sufficient to bear the pressure of the struc- 
ture. Like a heap of sand, it slides from under 
the weight we would lay upon it, and we say if 
our building is to rest on our faith, it will fall. 

The truth is the word " faith,*' in this passage, 
does not refer to that exercise of mind and heart 
by which we lay hold on Jesus Christ, at all. It 
is true our faith is often spoken of in the sense in 
which we have just used it — namely, our "trust" 
and " confidence " in God ; but this is not the 
meaning here. The " faith " spoken of here refers 
to the object^ foundation^ or substance^ rather than 
to the exercise of our faith. It is that upon which 
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our faith rests, as is indicated by the very terms 
of the exhortation. "Building up yourselves on 
your most holy faith," seems at once to carry us 
out of ourselves on to another. It points to a 
foundation rather than a process. That is to say, 
the command to build indicates what we are to do, 
while the word faith indicates that upon what we 
are to build. We may get at the meaning of the 
word faith in this passage by calling attention to 
one or two other passages in which it is used in 
the same sense as here. In the third verse of Jude 
we have these words : " Beloved, when I gave all 
diligence to write unto you of the common salva- 
tion, it was needful for me to write unto you, and 
exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 
t/ie faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 
For there are certain men crept in unawares, . . . 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Now the " faith once delivered to the 
saints " is the revelation which God has made of 
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Himself in our Lord Jesus Christ This has been 
denied, and the apostle exhorts that this revelation 
be earnestly contended for and defended against 
all denial. The faith here is not the spiritual 
exercise of believing, but the matter believed. For 
a commentary on this passage let me turn youi 
attention to i Cor. xv. 1-4 : " Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand ; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures." Here we 
have the Apostle Paul reaffirming the Gospel, or 
the true faith which he had delivered to them, and 
exhorting them to holditfast^ as Jude had exhorted 
his readers earnestly to contend for it That faith 
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is declared by Paul to be the sublime and saving 
fact of Christ's deatli, burial, and resurrection. 
This, then, is our faith which we are to "hold fast/' 
"contend for," and "build upon." But take 
another scripture, i Cor. iii. 1 1 : " For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble ; every man's work shall be made manifest : 
for the day shall declare it. ... If any man's 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he 
shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall 
be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved ; yet so as by fire." This makes it 

plain what our faith is as to the substance of it 

VIZ,, Jesus C/iris f—2ind as to the relation cf it to 
the work of soul building — viz., t/ie only foundation. 
Let us now consider our faith in the light of 
these scriptures, not as the mental and affectional 
operation of trusting, but as the object of our 
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trust and confidence. This at once puts the 
exhortation to build up ourselves in a new light. 
It IS not to build up our faith, but to build up 
ourselves. It is not to build up ourselves on the 
faith we have in Christ or God, but to build up 
ourselves on Jesus Christ, who is the only founda- 
tion, and who died for us and rose again. This 
carries us out of ourselves for foundation, and 
enables us with all our weakness to cast our- 
selves upon One who is a sure foundation and 
able to save unto the uttermost 

The man that trusts and builds on anything in 
himself is sure sooner or later to fall, and this 
explains the apostasies recorded by Jude. To 
counteract and guard against this danger, he ex- 
horts his brethren to have no confidence in the 
flesh, but build up themselves on their most holy 
faith — i.e,^ on Jesus Christ and His finished work. 
This is most comforting and encouraging; for, 
weak and helpless as we are, we are permitted 
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to build upon One who can never be moved, and 
if we build on Him we shall be as Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved. 

Turn, then, your discouraged eyes away from 
yourself to Him. Think not of the feebleness of 
your faith, but think upon the strength of Him 
who. is the object of your faith, its very foundation 
and substance. No power can shake the soul 
which builds itself on Christ, For, as He is 
before God, so are ye who trust Him. But if 
you seek to build on anything in yourself, even 
if it be upon the faith you have in Christ, you 
will find it a crumbling foundation, and you will 
be swept away by every storm of trial or tempta- 
tion. " We are the circumcision, which worship 
God in the spirit, and rejoice in Jesus Christ, and 
have no confidence in the flesh" (Phil. iii. 3). 
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Love Divine, all love excelling, 

Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling. 

All Thy faithful mercies crown ; 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure, unbounded Love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 

Enter every longing heart. 

IJrcalhc, O breathe, Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast ; 
Let us all in Thee inherit 

Let us fmd that promised rest ; 
Take away our power of sinning, 

Alpha and Omega be ; 
F.nd of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 



"IN THE LOVE OF GOD." 

A FTER exhorting the brethren to whom he 

wrote his epistle to build up themselves on 

their most holy faith, Jude proceeds to further 

entreat them : " Keep yourselves in the love of 

God" (ver. 21). 

If the former instruction has been largely mis- 
understood, and many Christians have set them- 
selves to the discouraging work of building up their 
faith by subjective processes, only to fail, this 
latter exhortation has been much more misunder- 
stood. As a rule, this passage is read as though it 
said : " Keep yourselves full of love to God'* And 
again the subjective effort goes on. The result is, 
that many Christians work themselves almost into 
a state of despair, because they fail to find satis- 

«3 
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factory evidences within themselves that they have 
any true love for God ; or if, after searching their 
hearts, they dare to say to themselves, ** I find that 
I do love God truly and sincerely," they are beset 
with the fear that the measure of their love is so 
small that they are thrown into a new state of 
anxiety lest they do not love God as they ought. 
The effort to increase their love by counting over 
the mercies of God to them, by contemplating His 
gracious character, only increases the difficulty. 
For every Christian knows that the greatness of 
the grace of God, the unspeakable riches of His 
kindness toward us in Christ, only dwarf our love 
to such an extent that we scarce dare think of it as 
love at all. And if it be love, it seems so poor and 
thin that we are ashamed to offer it to God. All 
this is a false process, based upon a misreading of 
God's Word, and must inevitably lead to darkness 
or else to a resolved love, which has the least 
claim of all emotions to be called love. Indeed, 
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when we have to search for love before we find it, 
we should be alarmed, lest that which we chance 
to find turns out not to be love at all. 

A careful examination of the exhortation," Keep 
yourselves in the love of God,*' reveals the fact 
that it is not an exhortation to love God at all, but 
to keep ourselves in His love. The construction is 
that of the genitive possessive, which, if it were a 
little more freely translated, would read thus : 
" Keep yourself in God His love (to you)." This 
puts an entirely new aspect on the case. If it is 
riot a question of my love to God, but of God*s 
love tojme, I am at once relieved. That it is God*s 
love to us, and not ours to Him, which is spoken 
of in the passage, is abundantly clear, not only 
from the grammatical construction, but from an 
examination of other passages like it, easily 
referred to. Jesus says to His disciples (John 
XV. 9) : " As the Father hath loved Me, so have 
I loved you : continue ye in My love.*' Here, 
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evidently, it is not of the Saviour's love to tlie 
Father, but of the Father's love to Him that Jesus 
speaks; and so it is not our love to Jesus, but 
Jcsus's love to us that is spoken of. The matter 
enjoined is not to continue loving Him, but to 
continue in the assurance of His love to us, and 

•■■■ "^ 

this especially as He was going away from us ta 
be with the Father; and furthermore, that we 
might know something of the measure of that love, 
on which we may count, He tells us it is just the 
same in kind and in measure as that love which 
the Father has for Him. How this carries us out 
of ourselves into His love, and puts our confidence 
no more in the quality or quantity of our love to 
Him ! Nothing is more precious and assuring to 
the believer, and I may say nothing so conduces 
to the development of love to God and Christ, as 
for us to be enabled to sing with the children : 

"Jesus loves me, this I know. 
For the Bible t^lls me so." 
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Again, how grand that mighty, triumphant assur- 
ance which bursts from the apostle's heart in his 
Epistle to the Romans : "For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities^ 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39). As 
I shall have occasion to use this text again, I will 
only call attention to that which is most apparent 
/ on the surface of it ; namely, that it was not the 
\ love which the apostle found in his own heart for 
, God which gave him such rapturous confidence, 
but the strpng love., of God towards him, which 
. Avas manifested in Christ Jesus, Not only did this 
love of God give him confidence and assurance in 
the face of all things which might conspire to 
separate him from that love, but it was the con- 
straining principle in his work. " For," saith he, 
*' the love of Christ constraineth us " (2 Cor. v. 14). 
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Here, again, it is not the love which he had for 
Christ, but the love which Christ had for him and 
them to wliom lie wrote, ^ The same love which 
xronstrained Christ to die* for all, working in him, 
constrained him to preach that love to all, in the 
midst of both evil and good report In Galatians 
(iii. 20) he tells us that the " life I now live in the 
flesh I live by the fa»th of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me." Here, again, 
we see the strong power in his life was that he was 
the object of the mighty sacrificing love of the Son 
of God. To the Epliesians (iii. 18) he writes, 
praying that, ** being rooted and grounded in love," 
they " may be able to comprehend with all saints, 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height, and to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge." Here it is readily seen that 
he speaks not of the believer's love, but of Christ^s 
love to His people. No such adjectives could, by 
any possible interpretation, be used of the crea- 
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ture's love to God, even in an unfallen state ; for 
this is a definition of infinite love, a love that 
passeth knowledge, measured out to us by the Son 
of God upon the cross : 

''Where God, the mighty Maker, died 
For man, the creature's, sin." 

We mi^ht readily multiply passages of this kind, 
to show the use of the genitive possessive in de- 
claring the " love of God." 

In order further to clear this scripture, as the 
old Puritan preachers used to say, I am about to 
make a statement, which some of my readers may 
think a bold and startling one, and which some of 
you may at first be inclined to doubt the accuracy 
of. The statement is this (and I make it for the 
benefit of those who are torturing themselves with 
the thought that they are not fulfilling the whole 
law, by loving God as they ought), that, nowhere 
in the gospel, nor indeed within the limits of the 
new covenant of grace, whether contained in the 
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New or Old Testament, is there a command laid 
on the believer to love God. I am aware that 
this is a strong putting of the case, but I say it 
advisedly. That it is everywhere implied that the 
believer will love God ; that he ought to love God ; 
that if he does love God, such and such things 
follow ; that inquiry is made of the believer, as in 
Peter's case, " Lovest thou Me?" I do not over- 
look or deny. But none of these passages, and 
such as they, are in the nature of a command. 
And herein we get the very key to the gospel, 
which, properly and wisely used, will enable us to 
unlock the secret chambers wherein the wealth of 
God's love and grace is treasured up and is all 
ready to be bestowed upon us freely. Before 
repudiating this statement, suffer me to relate an 
incident which may help to clear my meaning. I 
made this statement in substance, not many years 
ago, in a large New England city, where I was 
holding evangelistic services. The church in which 
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the meetings were held was very large, and the 
audience crowded it to the doors. The interest 
was at a great pitch of intensity. The venerable 
ex-pastor of the church was present, and had taken 
his seat in the midst of the audience. As I re- 
peated the statement with considerable emphasis, 
his patriarchal form was seen to rise up. Stretch- 
ing forth his hand, he said : 

"Brother Pentecost, I have ministered to this 
people for nearly forty years. I have tried to 
teach them the truth as the truth is in Jesus. I 
am jealous for them. I have had great pleasure 
in heartily co-operating with you in this blessed 
meeting, and up to this moment have heard you 
give utterance to no statement which I could wish 
to modify or correct. But faithfulness to God and 
the souls of this people will not permit me to sit 
still and let that statement of yours go unchal- 
lenged. It is not true." 

This was a startling interruption, and the high 
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tension of feeling in the congregation responded 
to it with an instant manifestation of eagerness 
to hear what next would happen. I waited a 
moment, to ascertain if the dear old man was 
going further, and, finding that he paused, as if 
to give mc an opportunity to retract or explain 
my statement, I replied : 

" My dear father and brother in the gospel, I 
am sure you will acquit me of having intentionally 
or wilfully misrepresented the teaching of our 
Lord. It may be that I am wrong, and, if so, I 
will most gladly accept your correction, though I 
still believe I am right. Will you kindly quote 
any passage from the New Testament in which a 
believer is commanded to * love God ' ? Give us 
the chapter and verse, and if I am wrong I will 
freely withdraw the declaration and thank you for 
putting me right." 

Still standing, and with the congregation breath- 
lessly waiting to hear him again, he replied : 
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" I may not be able to give you the chapter and 
the verse ; but did not our Lord say to the scribe 
who questioned Him: 'Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind * ? And did not Paul teach 
that * love is the fulfilling of the law ' ? '* 

I saw at once by the expression that came over 
the faces of the audience that their conviction 
was against my statement and with the venerable 
pastor. But, very quietly turning to the passages 
in my Bible (Matt. xxii. 37; Mark xii. 30; and 
Rom. xiii. 8-10), I said : 

" My dear brother, you are quite right in saying 
that Jesus thus answered the scribe ; but you have 
evidently failed to recall the connection and the 
circumstances under which He said this. The 
scribe came to Him and asked Him a question 
tempting Him, and said, 'Master, which is the 
great commandment in the Law } * You will see 
that this was a question not of what was com- 
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manded or taught in the gospel, but what was 
taught in the law ; and this is exactly my point. 
The law teaches *thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind.' Now, no one doubts that 
this is the eternal obligation of every human 
being ; but this is law^ and not gospel. This is 
an Old Testament command, and not a New 
Testament command. You will agree with me 
that it is just here where we have all failed ; for 
who has ever kept the law in this its central com- 
mand ? Is it not because we have all failed here 
that * death has passed upon all men unto con- 
demnation*? Is the New Testament of grace 
nothing more than a reaffirmation of the Old 
Testament law? If we are put back upon the 
law for life, can any one live? Is it not just 
because the law could do nothing, for us, on ac- 
count of the weakness of the flesh, that God has 
sent His only begotten Son into the world in the 
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likeness of sinful flesh, to condemn sin in the flesh, 
aa4_save_usjbx means of redemption and faith in 
Him ? May I further call your attention to these 
blessed truths ? Moses in the law says : * Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God,' but we have all 
failed here. Now, what shall be done ? Has God 
left us to perish in our sin ? Not so ; but He has 
now sent His Son into the world to say to us : 

( ' God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever belie veth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.* Look 
at this and rejoice ! Man lost life in that he 
failed to love God with all his heart ; and now 
he finds life in that God so loved him that He 
gave His Son to die for him. Are we bidden to 
go forth and preach, * Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God,' and so live } Or, are we to go and preach, 

/ ^ God so loved* you that He gave His Son that 
you might live through faith in Christ, who has 
become ' the end of the law for righteousness to 



For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His 
Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; and to know 
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might 
be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto Him that 
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 
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Jesus, Lover of my soul, 

Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 

While the tempest still is high | 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 

Till the storm of life is past ; 
Safe into the haven guide ; 

O, receive my soul at last ! 

Other refuge have I none : 

Hangs my helpless soul on 'i'iiee ; 
Leave, ah leave me not alone 

Still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, 

All my help from Thee I bring ; 
Cover my defenceless head 

With the shadow of Thy wing. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S LOVE. TO GOD. 

"ITl /"Ehave already said that "nowhere in the 
New Covenant or the gospel is a believer 
commanded to love God ; " and the question 
naturally arises : " But is it not the duty of the 
believer to love God ? *' I would not put the 
believer's love to God upon this basis. One 
cannot love another as a duty. Love must be 
spontaneous. It cannot be forced. Any emotion 
manifested toward God or man as a mere dis- 
charge of obh'gation could not be love. One 
cannot love another by trying. There is an 
eternal obligation upon all men to love God ; but 
it must for ever be an undischarged obligation so 
far as the unregenerate and unreconciled man is 
concerned. And when a man is reconciled to 
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God through our Lord Jesus Christ, he^ loves not 
as a dt ity^ but because he cannot help it. Love 
is the mark of the new birth. " Love is of God ; 
and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not 
God; for God is love" (i John iv, 7, 8). We 
ought to love one another, for this is the com- 
mandment of God; but there is no hope that 
men will fulfil this commandment unless they 
are first born of God. It is upon the assumption 
that they are that John urges the fulfilling of 
this commandment of mutual love. " Beloved, 
let us love one another ; for love is of God." It 
is just in proportion as our communion with God 
is real and close, that our love will be deep and 
abiding. This will not be the case, however, as 
the result of effort, or in obedience to command, 
but as an answering result of God's l ove to us 
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
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/ propitiation for our sins. . . , And we have 

. known and believed the love that God hath to 

' us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love 

dwelleth in God, and God in him" (i John iv. 

V 10, 16). Throughout the New Testament our 

attention is always called to the fact of God's 

love to t/Sf as manifested in Christ Jesus ; and 

our love is but the answer back to Him of that 
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love which has been poured into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, as wc have come and stood 
under the flow of it. 

I can think of no better illustration of the re- 
lation of the Christian's love to the love of God 
than that which is afforded by the contemplation 
of the rising spray from the Falls of Niagara. 
Who that has stood beside that mighty cataract, 
and looked upon the water pouring in a thun- 
dering torrent over that stupendous precipice, 
and watched the mist as it floats upward and 
backward over the Falls, and outward over 
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the rivet and land, has not been charmed and 
filled with holy admiration as he has contem- 
plated this parable in nature ? That mighty ^ 
torrent, pouring itself^ with ceaseless and ex- / 
haustless energy, day and night, into the river . 
below, is what the love of God is to sinners. 
Who can measure it ? Who can estimate it ? 
The thin, and yet beautiful spray, arising from 
the foot of the Falls, is just a little of these 
same waters going back in grateful acknowledg- 
ment to the source whence they came. So is 
the believer's love to God. It is the rebound of 
His own love — only a little, yea, only an infi- 
nitesimal portion given back to Him who so 
loved us* As the spray does not rise by any 
forced efibrt of its own, so the believer, who 
stands under the Niagara of God's love poured 
out through Christ, will not have to make an 
effort to love God ; his love will ascend with- 
out efibrt. This is to *' keep yourself in the 
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love of God." If we draw near to the place of 
Gcd's manifested love, our hearts will be filled, 
and we cannot help, as we will not wish to help, 
loving God. If we are far off from Him, and do 
not draw near to Him, our hearts will be as the 
waters £ar below the Falls ; there will be no 
ascending spray, no answering love from the 
wealth of His love which still flows through us. 
The whirlpool, below the Falls, affords another 
parable — namely, of the violent effort which 
some believers make to love God. Look at the 
commotion there ! See how the waters boil and 
roar, making mighty din of effort! But there is 
no wreath of spray on whose bright particles the 
sun paints a rainbow. 

Love to God is like the colour and perfume 
of the flower that blooms in the sunshine. It is 
the answer of life to the source of all light and 
life. Put the flower away in the cellar, out of 
the light of the sun and away from his warm 
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rays, and bid it to bloom and exhale its perfume, 
and its answer to that command will be paleness, 
colourlessness, odourlessness, death. If you would 
have it bloom again^ take it back and keep it in 
the sunshine, and it will recover its beauty and 
fill the house once more with its frao^rance. Let 
the believer get far away from God and His love, 
lose communion with Him, or even turn his eyes 
inward upon himself and set himself to the task 
of loving God as a duty, and he will die. Let 
him return and "keep himself in the love of 
God," and his love to God will revive again and 
fill all his life with gladness. 

Because this is so important a matter to many 
souls, suffer me to offer another illustration. Let 
us fancy a beautiful lake, locked in the cold 
embrace of frost and snow. Realizing its frozen 
state, it says to itself: "It is my duty to con- 
tribute to the store of moisture in the clouds ; I 
should be sending up from my fulness, that there 
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may be rain upon the earth ; but I am so cold, 
and so locked in the embrace of ice and snow, 
that I can do nothing. Nevertheless, I must 
make an eflfort." Now, if we may fancy that 
lake able to get up a commotion within its 
waters, and lashing itself into a fury until it 
had broken its icy fetters, would it have accom- 
plished anything ? Nothing at all. But we can 
fancy the sun speaking down from his place, high 
in the heavens above, and saying : 

"It is vain for you to make any such efforts of 
yourself. Do you not know that it is only as I 
shine upon you that you can yield your moisture 
to the clouds ? Abide awhile until I shall come 
nearer, and I will send down the slant javelins of 
my heat, and they will melt the ice off your heart, 
and then I will draw a portion of your waters up 
into the clouds, and you may thus contribute to 
the rain supply for the thirsty earth." 

After awhile we visit the lake in summer time. 
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and some evening, as the sun is declining, we may 
sec the thin lines of moisture being literally drawn 
up into the clouds by the rays of the sun. The 
cold and loveless believer has this advantage over 
the lake of frozen waters : he can go to the place 
where the Sun of Righteousness is near. He can 
put himself "in the love of God," and so have his 
icy fetters thawed off his heart, and his love drawn 
out and upward to God. His joy will not be from 
the consciousness of the love that is going out of 
his heart upward to God, but in the knowledge of 
the warm Divine love of God pouring itself out into 
his heart by the Holy Ghost. The believer never 
rejoices in himself, not even in the Divinely 
awakened emotions in his own heart, but always 
in God. I never heard a believer say that he 
was happy because he loved God, but always 
because he had an assured conviction of God's 
love to him. 

" Keep yourselves in the love of God." " But 
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what is meant by keeping yourself in the love 
of God? How am I to do that?" I think I 
can show you in a few words what that means, 
and how you can do it. Let us suppose that 
you have been ill for a long while, and you are 
now convalescent. One day the physician comes 
in to see you, and speaks encouraging words con- 
cerning your recovery. It is a bright, warm day 
in the early spring; there are suggestions of 
coming summer. The birds are back ; the foliage 
is bursting from all the trees ; the world is once 
more arising out of the long winter ; and you long 
to be out and breathe the fresh, pure, sweet air 
again. You say to your doctor, " May I not take 
a walk out of doors to-day?" He looks abroad 
and says to you, "Yes, upon one condition." 
** What is that ? " you eagerly ask. " Why, that 
you will keep yourself in the sunshine." You 
gladly assent. You have no difficulty in under- 
standing what he means by that. You know that 
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you are to avoid the shady side of the street, 
where the dampness and chill of winter still linger, 
and keep always where the warm rays of the sun 
are shining down upon the earth. Now, suppose 
that you have gone out, that you come at once 
into the shadow of your own house, and the chill 
and dampness strike you before you can pass 
over to the sunny side of the street ; but, instead 
of walking quickly out of the shade, you begin 
to rub your hands and think of how cold you are, 
and, looking across the way where the sun is 
shining, you should be overheard by some friend 
to say, " Oh ! it is so cold, and I am so chilly ! 
I wish I could get a little of the warmth of the 
sun about me I I suppose I must walk up and 
down here as briskly as my strength will allow, 
and then I shall feel better ; and by-and-by, when 
I get warmer, the sun will have gotten around so 
as to shine on my side of the street." Should 
any one hear you reasoning in this way, would 
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he not say to you, "Why, man, do not stand 
shivering in the cold here ! You will never gene- 
rate warmth in your body in this damp, cold 
place. You have not life enough in your body 
to make you warm. Why don't you step across 
the way, where the sun is shining, and you will 
soon be filled with his blessed warmth } Keep in 
the stinshine if you want to be warm yourself." 
It is even so with many Christians, They are 
in poor spiritual health. They are wretched and 
miserable. They are longing for 

"The love they once enjoyed, 
When first they knew the Lord." 

They have aroused themselves and determined to 
"do better." They leave the place where they 
have been so long confined by spiritual ill-health, 
and have started out in pursuit of the "joys of 
salvation." They repair to the dark, cold, and 
gloomy shades of Sinai, drawn thither bj' th^ 
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voice of God, who says from the blackness and 
darkness of that dreadful mount : " Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength." Stand- 
ing there, shivering With fear, they begin to work 
upon their cold hearts, and try to comfort them- 
selves with thinking : " If I can move my cold 
heart to some warmth of love to God, it may be 
that He will come to me and bless me with His 
love again, and then I shall be happy once more." 
What a mistake this is ! A voice from Heaven, 
speaking not from Sinai, but from Mount Zion, 
says : " Arise up from this place of death, and 
go yonder to the Mount of Calvary, and behold 
how the sunshine of God*s eternal love for sinners 
is pouring its rich floods of light and life down 
upon the world. Take your place there and bathe 
yourself in His love, and presently you will be 
filled with new life, and you shall indeed know 
the *joys of salvation' again." Let me ask my 
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readers where they first found the light and love 
of God. Was it not as they stood beholding 
" the Lamb of God " whom God gave to be the 
propitiation for their sins ? You answer me : 
"Yes, certainly, it was there, as I stood gazing 
up into the face of Him who loved me and gave 
Himself for me." Well, then, I answer, if your 
love has grown cold, if your spiritual life has de- 
clined, so that you scarce know if the love of God 
be in you at all, turn again to the sunshine that 
streams forth from your crucified but now risen 
Saviour, and '* keep yourself in the love of God," 
and you will not complain again of coldness and 
deadness at your heart. We never think of send- 
ing unconverted men to the law for salvation, but 
always point them at once to Christ, never weary- 
ing of repeating to them : " God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." What folly it is for us 
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who are saved by that incarnate love to turn our- 
selves back to the law for comfort The child of 
God is no longer "under the law, but under grace." 
Let us then resort to the sunny slopes of Calvary, 
turning our backs for ever upon the dark heights 
of Sinai. "For ye are not come unto the mount 
that might be touched, and that burned with fire, 
nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 
and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of 
words ; which voice they that heard intreated 
that the word should not be spoken to them any 
more : (for they could not endure that which was 
commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the 
mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through 
with a dart : and so terrible was the sight, that 
Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake :) but ye 
are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general as- 
sembly and church of the firstborn, which are 
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written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 
and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel" (Heb. xii. 18-24) 



O grant ihat nothing in my soul 
May dwell, but Thy pure love alone 

O may Thy love possess me whole, 
My joy, my treasure, and my crown . 

AH coldness from my heart remove ; 
My every act, word, thought be love I 

O Love ! how cheering is thy ray I 
All pain before thy presence flies ; 

Care, anguish, sorrow, melt away. 
Where'er thy healing beams arise : 

O Jesus ! nothing may I see. 
Nothing desire, or seek, but Thee ! 
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Light of those whose dreary dwelling 

Borders on the shades of death, 
Come, and by Thy love's revealing 

Dissipate the clouds beneath : 
The new heaven and earth's Creator, 

In our deepest darkness rise, 
Scattering all the night of nature, 

Pouring eye-sight on our eyes. 

Still we wait for Thine appearing; 

Life and joy Thy beams impart, 
Chasing all our fears, and cheering 

Every poor benighted heart. 
Come, and manifest the favour 

God hath for our ransomed race ; 
Come, Thou glorious God and Saviour, 

Come, and bring the gospel-grace 



s" 



"A SOUTH WINDOW." 

OOME years ago I was holding a series of 
evangelistic meetings in a certain New 
England city, and was entertained at the house of 
a very dear friend. His accomplished and Chris- 
tian wife had been ill for many weeks, with rheu- 
matic fever, but was now convalescent. Her ill- 
ness had been very severe and long continued. 
One distressing result had been a depression of 
spirits, and the clouding of her mind as to her 
Christian hope and her acceptance with God. 
During many conversations, her constant com- 
plaint was that she feared she was not a Christian, 
after all. Through her long illness she had suf- 
fered so much that she had not room left (so she 

said) for prayer or thanksgiving ; and now that 

5; 
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2he was better, she felt so cold and dead. She 
recognised that God had been very good to her in 
her affliction, in that she had had every comfort 
and attention it was possible for her to have ; and 
yet she felt no "warm love or gratitude toward 
Him for it all." This, to her, was perfect evidence 
that she could not be a Christian. In a word, she 
was testing her standing and acceptance with God 
by her own feelings. As a matter of fact, she had 
been one of the most devoted and painstaking 
Christians whom A knew, always planning and 
devising service for Christ, and never wearying in 
" labours of love." I tried, day after day, to turn 
her sad and depressed thoughts* away from herself 
to God and the manifestation of His love for her 
in Christ But she could not see how she could be 
the object of God's love, when her own heart was 
so cold and loveless. 

One day I found her seated in a charming little 
parlour, with a large bay window toward the south. 
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It was midwinter, and the southern sun was 
streaming into that south window, making the 
flowers and plants beautiful in foliage and bloom, 
and filling all the room with light and genial 
warmth. My invalid friend was seated in the 
window, with her left shoulder lightly covered with 
a gauzy, zephyr wool shawl, but otherwise bared 
to the rays of the sun. I fell into conversation 
with her once more concerning her spiritual state. 
She was still in utter darkness and distress of 
mind. I had quoted this precious text to her 
again and again, " Keep yourselves in the love of 
God, looking for the mergy of Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life ; " but apparently all to no purpose. 
She said that it did not mean anything to her ; 
that she was entirely devoid of the love that was 
therein commanded, and utterly unable to realize 
any love to God. In vain I tried to make her see 
that it was God's love which was spoken of in the 
text, and not hers ; and that she was not Ridden 
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to love God, but only to keep herself in the love He 
had toward her. Finally, I thought to turn that 
south window to purpose, and make it preach a 
sermon to her. So I said: " Why do you come 
so often and sit so long in this south window ? '* 
Albeit I knew very well why she did so. 

" Why," she replied, " you must know why I sit 
here every day. You know how long I have been 
ill with the rheumatic fever, and that since the 
fever has left me I have been the further victim of 
the sharp and excruciating pain of inflammatory 
rheumatism in almost every part and joint in my 
body. But latterly I have been delivered from it, 
except in this left shoulder. There my old enemy 
has seemed to make his last desperate stand, re- 
fusing all efforts at dislodgment. So the doctor 
told me, about three weeks ago, that he could do 
nothing more, but suggested to me that I might 
come into this parlour in the mornings when the 
sun was at his strength, and sit here in the south 
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window, with my shoulder bared to its warm rays, 
and see what a sun-bath would do for me. This 
is why I am here. I thought you knew." 

" Well," said I, " and has the sun-bath done you 
any good ? " 

" Oh, yes ! Do you know that 1 had not taken 
my daily bath here for more than a week or ten 
days until the last vestige of the pain left me, and 
I am as well, apparently, as I ever was, so far as 
that is concerned ; but it is so delicious just to sit 
in this sunshine, and feel its glad and genial 
warmth, that I come now every day for a little 
while, just for love of it." 

** Ah, my friend," 1 replied, " now you have been 
preaching my sermon. That is exactly what the 
apostle is exhorting you to do when he says, 
'Keep yourselves in the 'love of God.* Your poor 
soul has grown cold, and is full of the rheumatism 
of doubt and distress. In vain you have tried to 
expel your doubts and fears ; but they have lodged 
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themselves in your mind, and you cannot get the 
better of them. You have been trying to expel 
them by an effort of will, or by trying to love God. 
But in this you have failed, and ever will fail. 
There is but one remedy. Go and sit in the south 
window of Gods love^ and let the warm, life-giving 
rays of His glad sunshine pour themselves into 
your heart, and you may be sure His love will 
chase out every doubt and fear, thaw away all 
coldness, and fill you with a joy and peace that 
will be more delicious to your soul than this 
material sunshine is to your poor body, so long the 
home of sickness and pain. And, moreover, after 
your doubts and fears have been dissipated, you 
will be glad of an hour every day, yea, you will be 
glad of the privilege of sitting, or standing, or 
walking, or working all the day long in the ' love 
of God.* For it pours itself out day and night, 
and is confined to no place or time. It is the 
believer's privilege always to keep himself in the 
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love of God, as it is the sinner's privilege to step 
into it whenever he will." 

This thought seemed to strike her very forcibly. 
She began eagerly to scan the passage again, and 
at last she exclaimed : 

" Oh, 1 see it all now ! How stupid of me not 
to have seen it before ! I have been trying, out of 
my cold and wicked heart, to bring forth some- 
thing good to offer to God, and then to find peace 
and comfort in something I have done or felt. 
Why, this is just trying, by the works of the flesh 
and the deeds of the law, to make myself righteous 
with God. I ought to have known that I could 
not 'bring a clean thing out of an unclean' heart. 
Just keep yourself in the love of God," she went 
on, in a kind of soliloquy, " and let that fill you 
and quicken you. How simple ! How beautiful ! 
How I might have saved myself weeks and months 
of suffering, far worse than the pains of illness, if I 

had only known this, or, at least, acted upon it ; 

E 
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for, surely, I have known this. This comes of 
dwelling on one's own thoughts and feelings, 
instead of keeping close to the Word of God, and 
being taught and led by that." 

Then lifting up her face, with just a passing 
shadow upon it, she said : 

"But where is the south window in which we 
are to sit, and where is the sunshine, and how are 
we to find the love of God'? '* 

Then I took my Bible and tried to show her the 
south window. And now I am going to show it to 
my readers, with the hope that they, too, will 
come and sit in the same south window, and get 
rid of their doubts and fears, and be filled with the 
love of God, so that, instead of being cold, lifeless 
souls, they may be as a flowering garden and a 
fruitful field, bringing forth an abundant harvest 
of fruit and flowers to God and man. 

If you will take your Bibles and follow me, I 
will take you on a brief excursion through it, and 



"A SotUh Window:' 67 

point out to you the place of His love — the " South 
Window," through which the love of God is always 
shining. 

And first we will turn to I John iv. 8 and 16. 
In these two verses the affirmation is made : 
" God is Love." We are very familiar with this 
statement ; but have we stopped long with it 
to sound its depths } I fear most of us have 
allowed the familiar sound of it to suffice our ears, 
without seeking to find the sweet waters that are 
deep down in it. You will notice that this is an 
exhaustive statement : and, with one exception, 
it is the only complete definition of the nature 
of God. " God is Light." Both of these passages 
are predicative, indicating the essence of God. In 
the former we have the literal declaration of what 
that essence is. It is love, pure and unmixed, 
the very name and nature of God. In the latter 
passage (in the order in which I have quoted 
them) we have a figurative declaration of that 
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essence. The one passage would convey to our 
minds what God is in His essence, and the other, 
by the beautiful figure of unmixed light, how 
that essence works Love — as Light is the active 
source and fountain of all life and growth and 
joy. He is not Love as being different from 
Light, but He is Love acting as Light upon those 
who come unto Him and keep themselves in the 
pathway of His action. Light and Love are one, 
as the sun and the light proceeding from the 
sun are one. We speak of the sun, having in 
mind its substance, and of the light and life 
proceeding therefrom, thinking of his substance 
in action. So it is with Love and Light as 
applied to God and predicated of Him. We must 
bear in mind that the Scripture does not say that 
God has love, but that God is Love. 

This is the difference between substance and 
attribute. It is nowhere said or predicated of 
God that He is Justice; for God is more than 
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Justice. He is just. To say that is to say 
something true of God ; but it is not to say all 
that is true of God. So it is not said anywhere 
that He is Goodness, but that He is good. He 
is holy, but not Holiness. He is not Power, but 
power belongeth to Him. None of the attributes 
of God fully describe Him or set Him forth to 
us. But this one word does. God is Love. That 
tells the whole story of God. Love is the sub- 
stance that lies behind all things that are true 
of God, This is the sublimest combination of 
words ever put together in any language, and 
one that makes revelation of the most gracious 
and glorious truth in the universe. With this 
definition the believer knows far more of God 
than the materialist does of matter. The scientist 
cannot tell you what matter is. He can tell you 
something about niatter. He can tell you that 
matter is something which has colour, density, 
extension, and so forth ; but he has not by this 
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told you what matter is. Colour is not matter. 
Density is not matter. Extension is not matter. 
These are but qualities. What matter is, or what 
that unknown something which lies behind its 
qualities, and in which all tbese and other qualities 
inhere, is totally unknown to the wisest of men. 
But the believer can tell you what God is, be- 
hind all His attributes. He is Love, pure and 
simple. All His attributes are only so many 
different manifestations of His nature, or of love. 
Love is the sum of all His attributes. If one 
should ask you, looking out into the day, when 
the sun is at the meridian, what is the colour 
of light, you would answer, " Why, light is white." 
More strictly speaking, it is colourless, or, in the 
language of the Scripture, there is no darkness 
in it at all. So it seems to the natural eye, 
unaided by any mechanical appliance by which 
light is analysed. But take a prism and look at 
the sunlight through that simple instrument ; you 
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now exclaim : " Why, there are many colours in 
light. There is red and blue and yellow and 
green ; in fact, all the hues of the rainbow." 
Well, these colours are attributes, or qualitfes of 
light ; but light itself is colourless. 

It is just so with the love of God. As that 
love falls on substances outside of itself, it takes 
on colour, or reveals itself in different attributes. 
In other words, the attributes of God are but the 
colours proceeding from His love, when it is in 
action. But love itself is not an attribute; it 
is rather the sum of all the attributes. I re- 
member, when I first entered upon my ministry, 
one of the few books I possessed wa§ an old 
second-hand copy of " Charnock on the Attri- 
butes " — a book, by the way, little read in these 
days, but one which I think no Christian, whether 
minister or layman, can aflbrd to be without. , I 
began to read it, and read on with increasing 
delight. The first discourse w^s "Op the Beincj 
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of God"; after that had been proved and the 
duty of worship set forth, the writer went on to 
discuss the eternity of God and then all His other 
attributes. I was struck from the first page with 
the revelation of the love of God as it was mani- 
fested in connection with all His attributes. In- 
deed, the pages of this grand book of discourses 
on God were fairly saturated with the love of 
God. I remember well how I longed to get 
through to the end, and finish the feast my soul 
had been having by reading what my author had 
to say of the attribute of love. But, to my 
surprise and disappointment, there was no such 
discourse. He did not discuss the love of God 
at all; and yet to my mind it was the chief 
and most glorious attribute. I turned the matter 
over in my mind. My first thought was that 
I had gotten hold of an imperfect copy of the 
book, but no ! the book was whole and regularly 
put together from the first page to the last. I 
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was not a theologian at that time, and so did 
not know why love was not discussed as an 
attribute. For days I pondered the matter, and 
at last it flashed upon my mind that love was 
not an attribute at all, but the sum of all attri- 
butes. The truth thus perceived also explained 
to me why love appeared so fully in the mani- 
festations of God*s power, knowledge, goodness, 
mercy, and justice, as set forth by the author. 
It was all perfectly clear now. And it was a 
great discovery to me. " God is love.*" What a 
mighty revelation is contained in those three 
little words! He who sounds them even but a 
little way has found the secret of peace. He who 
explores that revelation will be filled with the 
wealth of heaven. Dr. Chalmers says, whosoever 
makes this discovery in the spirit and truth of 
it, is infallibly converted. 



Love Divine, how sweet thou art ! 
When shall I find my willing heart 

All taken up by Thee? 

1 thirsty I faint, I die to prove 
The greatness of redeeming love, 

The love of Christ to me. 



God only knows the love of God ; 
Oh that it were now shed abroad 

In this poor stony heart ! 
For love I sigh, for love I pine : 
This only portion, Lord, be mine-— 

Be mine this better part. 
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Jesus ! the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills my breast ; 

But sweeter far Thy face to see, 
And in Thy presence rest 

Oh, hope of every contrite heart. 

Oh, joy of all the meek ! 
To those who fall, how kind Thou art ! 

How good to those who seek ! 

But what to those who find? Ah, this, 
Nor tongue nor pen can show • 

The love of Jesus, what it is. 
None but His loved ones know. 

Jesus ! our only joy be Thou, 

As Thou our prize wilt be : 
Jesus ! be Thou our glory now, 

And through eternity. 



THE LOVE OF GOD. 

\ T TE must not confound love with mere good* 
nature. There is a mass of weak senti- 
mentality in the thoughts of men concerning the 
love of God. I find all sorts of sinners basing 
their hope of salvation on what they call the love 
of God. " Oh, I believe that God is a God of 
love ! He will not punish a soul for ever for his 
sins. I would not punish my child for his sins 
so severely as the Scriptures say sinners will be 
punished ; and yet I believe God's love must be 
greater than mine," etc. This nonsense is very 
common. By love these sentimentalists mean 
weak good-nature. There are parents who are 
so weakly good-natured that they will allow their 
children to go on in disobedience and sin without 

77 



78 A South Window. 



laying the hand of correction upon them. They 
"cannot bear to punish their children." They 
become blind to their faults and weakly indifferent 
to the perverse and wicked tendencies in their 
lives, which are daily hardening into character. 
Like poor old Eli, they say, " tut, tut," to the evil 
doing of their children, but do not sternly and 
uncompromisingly rebuke and punish wilfulness 
and sin. Now, to transfer this weak quality of 
good-nature to God, and label it " love," is a fatal 
blunder on the part of those who are counting on 
such love as a ground of escape from the conse- 
quences of their sins. We have before explained 
that the various attributes of God's love are only 
different manifestations of that love under differ- 
ent circumstances, or, I might say, upon different 
objects. 

I may be better able to illustrate my meaning 
than to explain it. I was invited not long ago 
into the laboratory of a scientific friend, who, after 
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showing me many of the latest wonders in scien- 
tific apparatus, brought out a new and powerful 
microscope to which was attached an objective of 
the highest power. After giving me half an hour 
with the microscope, he added that he wished now 
to show me some of the wonders of the polari- 
scopc. He then placed the polariscopc attachment 
in position on the microscope. Having got his 
instruments into perfect adjustment, he proceeded 
to show me some of the same objects under 
the polariscope that I had just been looking at 
through the microscope alone. First he placed a 
quartz crystal under the instrument. I looked 
at it as it was magnified by his powerful micro- 
scope together with the added revelations of the 
polariscope. The remarkable thing to which my 
attention was especially called was the singular 
determination of colours about and upon the 
quartz crystal by means of the polariscope. Then 
he placed a bit of agate under the spa, and, to 



8o A South Window, 



my surprise, the colours determined upon and 
about that crystal were entirely different. The 
same was true of gold and silver crystals. Now 
all the colours in their different combinations 
were gathered and determined by means of the 
polariscope ; but the determination of colour de- 
pended not on any new adjustment of the instru- 
ment, but upon the nature or properties of the 
crystal upon which the light fell. Each crystal 
called out the colours of light, according to its 
own nature. This remarkable fact could not be 
discerned by the naked eye. 

I mused thus : As the white light of the solar 
rays is determined upon different substances in 
different colours, according to the nature of the 
substances themselves, so do the colours or attri- 
butes of God's love determine themselves upon 
men according to their moral attitude toward Him. 
For instance, here is a man who will not hear 
the word of God — who loves his sin and will 
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not forsake it — either from love or fear of God. 
Mercy has surrounded him, as he is an object 
of the love of God ; but that mercy he will have 
none of. Goodness has fallen upon and about 
him ; but he will not repent toward God. He 
still lives, and determinedly so, with his back 
toward God, loving and clinging to his sin. Now, 
upon such a sinner, one who will not turn from 
his sin, the colour of God's love becomes black, 
or, in other words, the attribute which falls upon 
the impenitent sinner, who will not turn at His 
reproof, is wrath. But, on the other hand, when 
a sinner hears the word of God and turns to 
Him, lo ! the colour of God s love is that of mercy, 
made permanent upon him. The love of God 
has not changed, but the shiner has changed his 
attitude toward God, albeit it seems as if God 
had changed His mind toward the sinner. But, 
in either case, it is the action of love toward the 
sinner. The action of love is manifested in justice 
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if the sinner will not turn from his sins. The 
action of love is manifested in mercy upon all 
who hear and obey the word of God. This is a 
most important truth. Justice and Mercy do not 
antagonize each other ; they are but different 
movements of the love of God. The nature of 
both is the same. It has been beautifully said 
that while Wrath pursues and overtakes the flee- 
ing sinner, Mercy meets and welcomes the return- 
ing sinner. It is only the love of God acting 
as it needs must act in the case of a sinner who 
will not be reconciled to God. This truth is 
beautifully brought out in two or three passages 
of Scripture. We may regard Jesus, in His won- 
drous personality and /;/ all the fulness of His 
glory, as that medium through which God's love 
is manifested toward men. The quality of that 
love is determined by our relation to Christ It 
is said by Him : " The Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into His hand. He 
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that bclieveth on the Son hath everlasting life : 
and he that bclieveth not the Son shall not see 
life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him " 
(John iii. 35, 36). Here life and wrath are the 
different outcomes of the different attitudes we 
sustain toward Jesus Christ, the one manifestation 
of God's love to the world. But this is not a new 
truth ; as long ago as the Psalmist's time, we 
have such declarations as this : " For Thou, Lord, 
art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous in 
mercy unto all them that call upon Thee." 
Again : " I will hear what God the Lord will 
speak : for He will speak peace unto His people, 
and to His saints : but let them not turn again 
to folly. Surely His salvation is nigh them that 
fear Him. . . . Mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other" (Ps. Ixxxv. 8-10; Ixxxvi. 5), Now 
we know that this harmony of all the seemingly 
contradictory attributes of God was first perfectly 
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realized in Jesus Christ. In Him met both the 
justice and mercy of God ; and when a sinner 
turns to Jesus Christ and meets God in Him, 
then the white light of Divine love falls upon him, 
and encompasses him as the sunshine at noonday. 
In that sunshine there is as much justice as there 
is mercy. For we are saved both by the justice 
of God, which wounded, bruised, and laid the 
stripes of the law upon Him who stood for us 
under the law, and by the mercy of God, which 
appointed Him to be our sin-bearer and sin- 
purger. It is one of the comforts of the believer 
that God, in justifying the believing sinner, is Just 
as well as merciful. " If we confess our sins. He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness " (i John i. 9). 
This is as true as the declaration of Paul when 
he said of his salvation, that he " obtained mercy '* 
(i Tim. i. 16), and when he declared that we 
were saved " according to His iiercy " (Titus iii 
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S). When a sinner turns to Christ, Justice, who 
has been up to this time standing over him with 
drawn sword, does not sheathe her sword, but 
diverts her drawn sword against any and all who 
may seek to dispute the salvation of the soul 
which has believed on Jesus. How precious is 
this ! Justice, who would have slain me in my 
sins, now defends me as I accept the forgiveness 
of sins and justification in Christ 

This is so important a point, that I venture to 
illustrate it still further. " Behold, the Lord's 
hand is not shortened, that it cannot save ; 
neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear : 
but your iniquities have separated between you 
and your God, and your sins have hid His face 
from you, that He will not hear" (Isa. lix. i, 2). 
Now, in this condition of things we have not any 
change in God, but a change in the condition 
and moral attitude of man toward God. In one 
position the people have suflTcrcd eclipse of God 
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through the intervention of their sins and iniqui- 
ties. Remove them or turn about toward God, 
and, lo ! the sifnshine of His love will fall upon 
you again. We all know that if we walk with 
our backs to the sun, we walk in the dark shadow 
of our own bodies ; but the instant we turn us 
about and face the sun, the shadows of our own 
bodies are behind us, and the full light of the sun 
falls upon our faces. 

From this truth, brought out of God*s Word, 
we reach two conclusions : — First : That no man 
can say with truth that the justice of God is 
inconsistent with His love, or that it is in essence 
other than His love. Love is too holy and pure 
to make any degree of allowance for sin. It is 
the nature of love to hate sin and strike at it 
always. Justice, therefore, is only the holiness 
of love in action against sin, which is the natural 
enemy of love, and would blot it out of the 
universe, did it but have power and sway. It is. 
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therefore, the most fatal error that a sinner can 
make, to suppose that love is a disposition in God 
which will lead Him to pass by sin because He 
IS "too good-natured" to punish it. He who 
lives in this delusion, having no higher conception 
of the love of God, and so goes on in sin, will 
surely find that the " wrath of God " (the love 
of God acting in holy wrath against sin) wall 
abide upon him, and sink him down into the 
lowest hell. Second: No matter how great our 
sins have been or are, yea, though they are as 
"scarlet and crimson" (Isa. i. 1 8), we have but 
to turn to the love of God, as that love is mani- 
fested in Christ, and we shall be cleansed from 
them, and they made " white as snow." To keep 
one's self in the love of God is, therefore, to 
recognise the full truth of God*s love in all its 
various manifestations, and live in its full-orbed 
purity and saving power as shown forth in Christ, 
our glorious Redeemer 



** Perfect in love!"— Lord, can it be, 
Amid this state of doubt and sin, 

While foes so thick without I see, 
With weakuess, pain, disease w iihin : 

Can perfect love inhabit here. 
And strong in faith extinguish fear? 

O Lord ! amidst this mental night, 
Amidst the clouds of dark dismay, 

Arise ! arise ! shed forth Thy light. 
And kindle Love*s meridian day : 

My Saviour God to me appear. 
So Love shall triumph over fear 
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I love my God, but with no love of mine, 

For I have none to give ; 
I love Thee, Lord ! but all the love is Thine, 

For by Thy life I live, 
I 'am as nothing, and rejoice to be 
F.mptied, and lost, and swallowed up in Thee. 

Thou, Lord, alone, art all Thy children need. 

And there is none beside ; 
From Thee the streams of blessedness proceed. 

In Thee the blest abide, — 
Fountain of life and all-abounding grace. 
Our source, our centre, and our dwelling-place. 




^ "GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD." 

T 17 HEN we consider the declaration that 
** God is Love," and see that love is not 
an attribute, but the sum of all the attributes in 
the Divine nature, we naturally expect to find 
that nature manifesting itself actively toward the 
objects of its love. Without stopping to verify 
the statement, I think it perfectly safe to affirm, 
that in no other case than that of the grace of 
God toward man, is love seen in its fullest activity, 
bestowing itself absolutely without reserve. That 
God loved man before the fall there can be no 
doubt ; but it was rather with a partial than a 
full exercise of His love. It was a complacent, 
benign affection which God had for His creature, 
such as a mother might feel for a new-born child. 
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As yet man had not been assailed by his great 
enemy ; his needs were few, and he dwelt safely in 
primitive simplicity. It is true that behind this 
love of the Creator for the creature there was the 
eternal purpose of grace in connection with His 
foreknowledge of man*s sin and fall. Not until 
man had sinned and become a guilty, lost, and 
helpless creature, did the deep, eternal, all-inclusive 
love of God begin to manifest itself and work out 
its grand purpose of redemption. Love in its 
fulness was only manifested " when the time was 
filled up," and Christ came forth, " made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons " (Gal. iv. 4, 5). 

This love of God manifested in redemption 
is the highest form of His love. It is a love in 
which there is no reserve. In giving Christ, God 
has kept nothing back. He has given all that 
He had to give. In Christ all the "fulness of 



" God so Loved the World!' 93 



the Godhead dwelt bodily" (Col. ii. 9); and so, 
when He came forth to manifest God's love to 
man, it was truly said that "in Him all fulness 
dwelt," even the fulness of "grace and truth" 
(Col. i. 19 ; John i. 16). And not only so ; it 
was a love which was seen in the highest mode 
of its action, even in the sacrifice of itself on 
behalf of the object of its desire. Well does Paul 
exalt Him as "the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). What 
more could God do than this } We say it rev- 
erently : Love exhausted its resources in this 
sublime manifestation ! The God who is Love 
gathered up all that He was and had, and by 
one act laid it all down as a price to redeem 
His lost creatures. With the gift of Christ, every- 
thing else in God came and was passed over to 
man. So the Apostle reasons and teaches : " God 
commendeth His love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us " ; and 
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further, when he says : " He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?" (Rom. v. 8; viii. 32.) It is only the 
redeemed sinner who can participate in that 
wondrous song in heaven : " Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood." This 
is only the refrain of that glorious doxology 
found in the beginning of the Book of Revelation : 
" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever" (Rev. i. Sy ^ \ v. 9). 
John, before this heavenly song of praise had been 
heard by him, had learned the fulness of this 
truth from the lips of Jesus. "Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends" (John xv. 13). Unfallen angels 
cannot know the wealth of this love, because they 
never gave an occasion for such a display of it 
Devils cannot know it, for there is no evidence 
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that they were ever the objects of such love. The 
finally impenitent can never know it, for the reason 
that, though Christ died for them as for those 
who believe, yet they, having rejected and scorned 
Divine love, pass away from His presence into 
the place of devils, without ever having tasted 
it There is no sadder truth in the whole range 
of God's Word than this, that it is possible for 
the man to perish, for whom Christ died; not 
perish from the want of love, but because love 
is rejected and scorned, the Son of God trampled 
under foot, the blood of the covenant wherewith 
he is sanctified counted an unclean thing, and 
the blessed Spirit who came to make known the 
love and effect of all the fruits of it in us, de- 
spitefuUy treated (Heb. x. 29). No wonder they 
who do this are lost. How could they be 
saved ? God has nothing more to give them ; 
nothing more that He can do for them, for in 
Christ He has given all and done all. 
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With these solemn and blessed truths in view, 
we are prepared to appreciate the formal opening 
of the gospel of God and Christ in that most 
wondrous saying of our Lord to Nicodemus : 
*For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever bclicveth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life " 
(John iii. i6). Here is further wealth of state- 
ment. Paul speaks of Christ as the " unspeakable 
gift" (2 Cor. ix. 15) ; unspeakable because it can- 
not be adequately told or estimated by human 
language, no, nor comprehended by the highest 
effort of the human mind, for it "passeth know- 
ledge" (Eph. iii. 19). 

"God only knows the love of God.'* 
When Jude bids us keep ourselves in the "love 
of God," we draw ourselves close into this great 
"South Window," and sit there until our souls are 
filled with the flow of it, and our joy is complete, 
in that we are the object of such love — love that 
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could only be measured out to us in Christ, who 
is the express image of His Father's person, and 
the brightness of His glory (Heb. i. 3). In this 
place of love two questions always come to us 
with new force. First : How can we escape if we 
neglect, much less despise, such love? (Heb. li. 3 ; 
X. 29.) Second (and this is a most comforting 
and precious thought) : How shall we fail of sal- 
vation if we are the object of such love? Who 
shall separate us from jt, or pluck us out of the 
hand of Him who feels it for us ? For ** I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39). Nor can doubts or 
fears assail us here, nor any sense of, our own 
unworthiness keep us from rejoicing in the love 
that is thus manifested to sinners, ungodly and 
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without strength, yea, and even enemies (Rom. v. 
6, 10) ; for ^j-such and to .s\xc\\ did this love come, 
and is it still shining. 

I am reminded in this connection of a beautiful 
incident which I have somewhere read or heard. 
It happened when Luther was having his Bible 
printed in the vernacular of his beloved German 
people. A little girl, the daughter of one of his 
printers, had learned to spell out the words of the 
book which her father was printing, though largely 
Ignorant of what it was. She had been reared 
in the faith (?) of Rome, and her whole thought 
of God was, that He was a great and dreadful 
Judge, into whose presence she must finally come, 
to give an account for her sins. To her all re- 
ligion consisted in a constant series of works, 
prayers, penances, and such-like acts, by means of 
which His wrath might be measurably appeased, 
tmd His punishment somewliat mitigated. She 
knew nothing of the "love of God," even if she 
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had ever heard of it. One day she picked up a 
fragment of paper on which she spelled out these 
words : " For God so loved the ivorld^ that He 
gave " This was all. But it was a new reve- 
lation to her. She knew that it came from God's 
book which her father was printing ; but it was 
a statement to which she was entirely a stranger. 
She pondered it long and well. Her little sen- 
sitive heart became quickly alive to its import- 
ance ; and as she thought more and more upon 
it, the Spirit opened her mind and heart to take 
in the full import of it. With this word, now not 
only in her hands, but in her heart, her legal fear 
and dread of God vanished, as darkness before 
the rising sun. Her heart responded to the 
revelation, and soon began to sing for joy. She 
hid the little piece of paper containing this won- 
derful fragment of truth in her bosom, as she 
would have done an amulet, and feasted her heart 
on it from^^tef :jta:.4fl{|^ Noticing so great a 
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change in her spirits, in that she had grown cheer* 
ful and happy (for she had always been a serious 
child, and her dread of God had made her a sad 
one), and observing that she was often found sing- 
ing some little song as if to herself, her mother 
said to her one day: 

*'Why, Gretchen, what aileth thee, child? 
Thou hast grown wondrously cheerful and happy 
of late. What is it that has come to thee ?" 

The child pulled forth her wondrous piece ot 
paper, and said : " It is this that makes me so 
happy, mother." 

**And what is there in that scrap of paper to 
make thee happy, child } " 

" O, it is because of what it says out of God's 
book," 

"And what does it say, child? Read it to 
me " (the mother could not read). 

So the child read her wondrous word: "For 
God so loved the world, that He gave ..." 
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This did not seem very clear to the mother. 
So she asked again : " Gave what, my child ? I 
do not see why that should make thee so happy." 

"Oh, mother," said the child, with the light 
of heaven filling her whole face, and joy thrilling 
in her voice, " I do not know what He gave ; but 
if He so loved the world, that He gave miy things 
I will never be afraid of Him again." 

Ah, dear child, thou hadst the secret of secrets 
in thy heart, though thou didst not know the 
fulness of it ! I cannot but think if little Gretchen 
had known what we know, and what no doubt 
she came soon to know herself, that He gave His 
only begotten Son^ His well beloved, in whom He 
was well pleased, and that to take our sins and 
put them away in His own body upon the tree, 
and bring us back to Himself, her little heart 
would have well-nigh burst for gladness. 

It is the assurance of this sincere, eternal, and 
all-saving love that enables the heart of a sinner 
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to come to rest, and his soul to magnify the Lord. 
If we take in this love, there is little time or incli- 
nation to be making microscopical examination 
after our love of God. Should the question arise, 
as it no doubt will, and does : " What shall I 
render unto the Lord for this great love?" the 
only answer is : "I will take the cup of salvation, 
and call upon His name" (Ps. cxvi. 13). Nothing 
pleases God so much as for us to open our hearts 
and let Him come in, or when He opens His 
heart to us, as for us to come in to Him. No 
return is so great as the glad acceptance on our 
part of that which He so freely bestows. If I 
open my arms to my child, and she runs into 
them, and nestles herself down on my heart, is 
not this the best response she can make to my 
love ? Should you ask her what was the ground 
or reason of her contented gladness as she lies 
there, it would not be that she loved me so dearly, 
but that she has such assurance of my love for her* 
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Was it his lying on the bosom of his Lord that 
gave John the ocean of peace that filled his soul, 
or was it that that Divine bosom, throbbing with 
love for him, was open to him ? Was not John 
the beloved disciple, because he so freely and 
confidently pressed himself into his Lord's love? 
Here then is another" blessed text which is as a 
"South Window" for weary souls, yea, and sick 
ones, too, to come and rest in, and gain spiritual 
health : " Keep yourselves in the love of God." 
" For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" 
(John iii. i6). Who can measure the depth of love 
measured out to us in this familiar and pivotal 
Scripture ? The very heart of the gospel beats 
in these words ; and here daily for many years 
I have been in the habit of coming for a love- 
bath. 



My spirit on Thy care, 

Blest Saviour, I recline ; 
Thou wilt not leave me to despair, 

For Thou art Love Divine. 
In Thee I place my tmst, 

On Thee I calmly rest ; 
I know Thee good, I know Thee just, 

And count Thy choice the best. 

Whatever events betide. 

Thy will they all perform ; 
Safe in Thy breast my head I hide, 

Nor fear the coming storm. 
Let good or ill befall, 

It must be good to me ; 
Sure of having Thee in all, 

Of having all in Thee. 
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WHO LOVED ME, AND GAVE HIMSELF 

FOR me: 



The light of love is round His feet, 

His paths are never dim ; 
And He comes nigh to us when we 

Dare not come nigh to Him. 

Let us be simple with Him then, 
Not backward, stiff, or cold, 

As though our Bethlehem could be 
What Sinai was of old. 

His love of us may teach us how 

To love Him in return : 
Love cannot help but grow more free* 

The more its transports bum. 
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'•WHO' LOVED ME, AND GAVE HIM- 

SELF FOR ME." 

nr^HERE is little doubt in my mind that the 
revelation which God has made to man is 
pivoted upon John iii, 16. God*s love to man is 
the source whence all His grace to man flows. 
That love is not induced by anything that God 
foresaw in man, or by anything that man has 
done to promote it. As we have before shown, 
love is the very essence of the Divine nature, in 
which all God's attributes inhere, and from which 
all His actions proceed. It ^5 the primal cause of 
all things ; and especially is it the primal cause of 
man's salvation, so far, at least, as man is con- 
cerned. It is as universal in its reach as the race. 

It seems to me little short of blasphemy to say 
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that love in the Divine heart is limited to any 
number of elect sinners, or that when it was incar- 
nated in Christ it was the gift of God to a few and 
not to all mankind. 

I have endeavoured already to show something 
of the wealth of His love ; something of the con- 
fidence and hope which it inspires in the heart of 
the man who comes to know the revelation, and re- 
ceives it. But there is with very many persons, 
who have an anxious desire to be personally in- 
cluded within the operations of this Divine love, a 
fear lest, in the very universality of its exercise, 
they should lose a sense of their individual posses- 
sion of it. I have even heard Christians say that 
they could not understand how God could take 
knowledge of the individual sinner; that, whilst 
His love is universal, it is more a love toward the 
race than toward the individuals of the race. The 
same they have thought was true of the expiation 
which our Lord Jesus Christ made when He laid 
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His life down, a ransom for all. Indeed, we have 
all felt the force of this difficulty. For ourselves 
we know that our need is individual, as our sin is 
individual ; and out of this grows a certain anxious 
desire to know whether we are individual objects of 
God's love, and whether we are to receive grace 
and forgiveness, justification and sanctification, for 
our personal sins, or whether we are to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and trust in the general 
mercy of God for our salvation. No doubt the 
soul that first comes to know the truth of the word, 
that " God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life," 
has come to know a most blessed truth. It is after 
this knowledge comes, however, that the yearning 
desire for a personal relation to God makes rtsell 
felt in the consciousness. The soul says to itself : 
"No doubt. God loves the world, but the world is 
very large:} it "Comprehends, in the past, the pre- 
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sent, and the future, many millions of souls. But 
docs He love me as distinct from every other soul 
and all others ? Christ indeed died for the sins of 
the whole world, but did He die for my sins ? 
Were my sins in His mind, and was the lost con- 
dition of my soul in His heart when on Calvary 
He offered Himself up, a sacrifice unto God ? " In 
our own experience we are not conscious of con- 
demnation for the sins of others, but for our own 
individual sins. Others indeed may be guilty, and 
others may be as sinful as we ; but, after all, it is 
my sin, and not the sin of the world, that burdens 
my conscience. It is the apprehension of my own 
existence, my own soul's personality and individu- 
ality, that alarms me and fills me with fear and 
dread at the thought of the future and of the 
Judgment. There is no comfort to me in the 
thought of a corporate immortality. There would 
be little conscience for sin if sin were a corporate 
matter. So that, indeed, I can never come to a 
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true rest in God until I know that my relations to 
Him, through Jesus Christ, are individual. 

I can fancy such thoughts as these burdening the 
heart and the conscience of the apostle Paul ; and 
I think when he first found himself standing within 
the spacious promise contained in John iii. 16, that 
the sense of his own sin must have led him to look 
further than that declaration of universal love ; for 
something more particular and personal. If I may 
be allowed to indulge for a moment in fancy, I can 
imagine him resting his heart for a little on the 
word " whosoever," pressing it as he would a secret 
panel in the walls of a palace, until, bursting open 
before him, it would lead him into Galatians ii. 20, 
where we find him exclaiming : " I am crucified 
with Christ : nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and'the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me." This 
declaration I believe to be 'tte highest expression 
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of a believer's faith. It brings him face to face 
with God in Christ Jesus, and so far forth as he. 
makes it his own, it banishes in his thought from 
the whole universe, every other living creature but 
himself. As he thus contemplates God, he sees all 
the wealth of the Divine nature lavished upon him- 
self, and all the untold virtue of Christ expended, 
for his redemption ; he rejoices, not in a corporate 
benefit, but in the individual possession of all that 
Christ is and has done. 

There used to be held a theory of the atonement 
to the effect that Christ died for the elect, that the 
virtue of His atonement was distributed amongst, 
those who were saved, that Christ's sufferings re- 
presented the sum total of penalty due on account 
of the sins of the elect, and that His virtue was 
divided pro rata, or according to need, amongst 
believers. This is a most abhorrent thought, and 
one, in my judgment, infinitely wide of the truth. 

I once heard a man say in the course of a 
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sermon, that " one drop of the blood of Christ was 
sufficient to save a soul." Of course this was 
figurative language; but it was a false figure, 
representing a gross caricature of the doctrine of 
salvation by Jesus Christ. Christ is not divided, 
nor is His love divided, nor is the meritorious 
worth of His sacrifice divided. The truth is, that 
each sinner is saved by the whole work and merit 
of Christ; that each believing soul stands before 
God clothed in the entire righteousness of Him 
who has become our salvation. My thought of 
Christ and His redemptive work, as being the 
highest expression of God's love to me, is some- 
thing like this : If, instead of being one of an 
infinite number of sinners, I had been the only 
one of the descendants of Adam who had departed 
from the ways of righteousness, and fallen into 
sin, I believe that God's love for me would have 
led Him to send His Son to die for me, and that 
Jesus Christ would have sped as qulekly from the 
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bosom of the Father to accomplish His mission 
of humiliation, suffering, and death, for me, as He 
has done for the whole race of sinners. My faith 
takes hold of all there is in the person and the 
work of Christ. My salvation stands not in a 
part, but in the whole of that work. Therefore 
it is that I have confidence. 

There are those who think it presumptuous for 
any believer to affirm without question his salva- 
tion, based upon the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But if we are permitted, as surely 
we are, each one of us, to appropriate not a part, 
but the whole of God*s love in Christ, then, what- 
ever our sins may be, however black their character, 
however multiplied their number, surely they are 
more than covered by the infinite Christ, and the 
unspeakable worth of His atoning work. Again 
and again we say in the joy of our faith : " He 
loved me, and gave H imself for me." 

In thus appropriating the whole of Christ to 
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himself, the believer by no means denies a similar 
right to every other believer. There is no selfish- 
ness in such a faith as this, because it is of the 
nature of the Divine Love and its saving work, 
to permit, that, while it is manifested to all, each 
believer appropriates all to himself. If any one 
doubts the truth of this declaration, or hesitates 
to appropriate all of Christ and His salvation to 
himself, lest such a thing be not permissible or 
possible, I would fain clear up such a difficulty 
with so familiar an illustration as this : 

I have, for example, in my home three precious 
children. Now suppose some one should ask 
me : 

" Do you love your children, Mr, Pente- 
cost ? " 

Of course my reply would be quick and un- 
hesitating, " Certainly I love my children." 

" But how much do you love them ? *' 

•'Why/* I would reply, "with all the Jove I 
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have. I am not conscious of any division in my 
love for my children. They have it all ; I keep 
nothing of my love back from them." 

" Then you love your oldest child ? '* 

** Certainly. When you mention my oldest child 
to me, my heart goes out to her in love which 
is unquestionable." 

" But how much do you love her ? " 

" Why," I say, in surprise at such a question, ** I 
love her with all the love I have. I have nc 
consciousness of division in my love when I think 
of her. She has it all." 

"Then do you not love your second child at 
all ? " 

"Why, certainly, I love my second child as 
well." 

" But how much do you love her ? " 

^^Why," I reply, "with all the love I have. She, 
indeed, is quite a different child, in character 
and temperament, from her older sister; as dif- 
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ferent almost, as it is possible for one child to 
differ from another. Nevertheless, I love her 
equally well. She has all my love. I never 
look at her — whether in delight at the vivacity 
of her spirits, or in rebuke, and at times sorrowful 
anxiety at the quickness and impulsiveness of her 
temperament — but that my whole heart goes out 
to her, either in the gladness of love, or its 
anxiety. She has all my love." 

"But then,'* my inquirer says, "how about the 
boy. Do you love him } " 

"Oh! certainly, I love my boy — the youngest 
of my children — and he is every inch a boy, from 
the crown of his head to the sole of his foot ; a 
boy in whom, like other boys, there is a great 
mixture of character. There is much in him that 
gives me anxiety, as well as much that gives me 
great delight. There are times when my love 
for him manifests itself in an outcry to God, that 
he may be saved from some tendencies which are 
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manifest, from the dangers that surround him, and 
the temptations which assail every boy. There 
are other times when my love has nothing in it 
but a consciousness of unspeakable gladness and 
delight Yes, I love my boy with all the love I 

» 

have. There is no division of love when I think 
of him. He has it all." 

It may be said, in answer to this, " Here is a 
strange statement. A man has three children, 
and says he loves them all with all the love he 
has ; and, in the same breath, he says he loves 
each one of them with all the love he has." But 
surely this is not a proposition which is difficult 
for any parent to solve. Fathers and mothers 
know how they can love their children with all 
their love, and yet give all to each. 

In a much higher degree than this, I rejoice to 
know and believe that God loves all His children, 
and loves each with all His love. Who would 
have it otherwise than this? And, thanks be 
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unto God, it is not otherwise than this. With the 
apostle John I say : " We have known and be- 
Heved the love which God hath to us." 

It is in this measureless love of God that each 
one of us is bidden to keep himself. Surely in such 
a shelter, compassed about with this infinite love ot 
God, there can be no danger, there can be no room 
for fear, there can be no place for discouragement, 
there cannot possibly come to the soul thus shel- 
tered anything but the peace of heaven. But 
short of this individual hiding in the infinite 
measure of God's love, there must always be room 
for question, for doubt, and for fear. This truth 
should be carried in the believer s heart and in all 
his transactions with God. Do we come to Him 
with confession ? Do we come to Him with need 
for ourselves ? Do we come to Him to plead 
for others } We must base our prayer, we must 
ground our confession, upon this individual rela- 
tion, and upon the revelation of God's love to us. 
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Suppose one of my children should come to mc 
and say : 

"Papa, am I not your child? Am I not one 
of three ? Do you not love me ? " 

To all of which I would respond heartily and 
fondly : 

" Yes, my child, surely." 

" Then, papa, on the basis of my claim to one- 
third of your love, I make this request." 

Could I for a moment entertain the request of a 
child who would come to me and thus divide my 
love ? Would I not rather say to that child : 

" Go hence awhile until you can have a better 
thought of your father, and a more comprehensive 
knowledge of his love ; for not with one-third, but 
with all my love, my child, I love you." 

If we need confirmation of this blessed truth, 
Nve have only to call to mind the great number of 
Scriptures in which God has shown to us how He 
stands related to every one of His children in this 
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close, personal, and individual way. Abraham was 
His friend ; Daniel was called greatly beloved ; 
to Paul, Christ came saying: "Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me ? " To this one He says, " I 
have chosen thee " ; and to that one, " Thou art 
My servant." 

We are to know our relation to God by the 
revelation which Jesus Christ has made of the 
relation which existed between Himself and His 
Father. Surely no one would question the truth 
that when God said : " This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased," nothing short of all 
the love of God was bestowed upon His Son. Did 
not our Lord mean to convey to us the thought 
that we stand related to God, so far as love was 
concerned, just as He is related to the Father, 
when He said : " As the Father hath loved Me, 
so have I loved you. Continue ye in My love ? " 
And is not the same truth taught in that other 
word : " I am the Good Shepherd, and know My 
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sheep, and am known of Mine ... as the 
Father knoweth Me"; that is, just in the same 
way and just in the same measure? And is not 
His high-priestly prayer, recorded in John xvii^ 
just one out-breathing of His soul in supplication, 
that every one of us may be in the Father just as 
He was in the Father ; that we might be one in 
the same bond of love which bound Him and the 
Father together ? How shall we else interpret all 
these words of our Lord ? How else shall we 
understand, indeed, the salvation which has come 
to us ? Nothing short of such a love is equal to 
such a salvation. 

Oh, the breadth and the length and the depth 
and the height of the love of Christ ! Surely it 
passeth knowledge ; and yet the Spirit-inspired 
prayer of the apostle is that we may be able to 
comprehend it. Would God that we knew more 
of it, that we lived more continually in it, that all 
our lives might be more fully filled with it ! Then 
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would the world know that God had sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, into the world, and that such a 
love as Christians lived in could only come from 
Heaven. 



love of God ! how strong and true, 
Eternal and yet ever new ; 
Uncomprehended and unbought, 
Beyond all knowledge and all thought. 

We read thee best in Him who came 
To bear for us the cross of shame ; 
Sent by the Father from on high 
Our life to live, our death to die. 
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" THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN 
CHRIST [ESUS OUR LORD!' 



My God, I love Thee, not because 

1 hope for heaven thereby ; 
Not because they who love Thee not, 

Must burn eternally. 
Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me 

Upon the cross embrace ; 
For me didst bear the nails and spear 

And manifold disgrace. 

Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ ! 

Should I not love Thee well ; 
Not for the sake of winning heaven, 

Or of escaping hell ; 
Not with the hope of gaining aught | 

Nor seeking a reward ; 
But, as Thyself has lovM me, 

Q, ever loving Lord." 
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"THE LOVE OF GOD, WHICH IS IN 
CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD." * 

'TnHERE are a great many people who profess 
to believe in God, and declare that they are 
relying upon His character as Love for their salva- 
tion. At the same time they reject Jesus Christ 
as the only Mediator between God and man. 
" Since God is Love," they say, " where is the need 
of a Mediator ? Why should we plead the atone- 
ment, or why, indeed, should God require one in 
order to cur forgiveness and salvation ? " 

There are no two more precious doctrines in 
the Bible than those of the Love of God and the 
Divine Fatherhood of God. And yet it is sorrow- 
fully true that there are no two doctrines of 
revelation which are more abused by men who 
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profess to believe them, than these. It is a com- 
mon thing to find men who excuse themselves 
from the confession of Christ on the ground of 
their alleged belief in the Love and Fatherhood of 
God. These people set the Love and Fatherhood 
of God in opposition to the doctrine of salvation 
through faith in Christ, and deny that the Father- 
hood of God is only revealed in the Son of God, 
and that sonship is only obtained through faith in 
Him, by which we are born of the Spirit, and so 
made partakers of His Divine nature. 

Several summers since I was preaching in a 
little school-house on the south shore of Massa- 
chusetts, where I was spending a part of my vaca- 
tion. At the close of one service, held on a week- 
night, at which there were about one hundred and 
fifty persons present (a large portion of whom were 
summer guests residing in the neighbourhood), a 
lady came up and spoke to me, and in a very, 
patronizing manner told me that she had "quite 
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enjoyed " my disqpurse. To which I replied ex- 
pressing thanks that she had been pleased, and 
then in turn asked her a question which is com- 
mon with me under these circumstances. 

" Are you a Christian, madam ? " 

" I believe in God," was her reply. 

" Yes ; but are you a Christian ? " 1 again asked. 

"Well, I suppose not in your sense." 

** Never mind my sense," I replied. " Are you a 
Christian in any sense } " 

** Well, I have no doubt that Jesus Christ was 
a very good man, and that He lived and died, 
perhaps, as you have said ; but, then, I do not 
believe that He was the Son of God." 

" Then you do not believe the record which God 
nas given of Him in the Bible } " 

" No, I do not believe the Bible is a Divinely 
inspired book. I cannot believe that the accounts 
of the birth and resurrection of Jesus Christ are 
true. I believe them to be mere delusions, born 
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of the enthusiasm of the early disciples of Christ, 
or probably invented or written about the second 
century ; and the historical records, so-called, in 
the Old Testament, are too absurd and improbable 
to be given any serious thought to, except as alle- 
gories or religious fables." 

" Then," I replied, with ^ surprised tone, " you 
are an infidel." 

**0h, no! I am not an infidel ; for I believe in 
God with all my heart and soul." 

"Indeed!" I replied. "And in what God do 
you believe } " 

" Why, in the God of Nature ; in the God cf 
Love." 

"And IS the God of Nature the God of Love ?" 

"Why, certainly," with much surprise in her 
tone. 

" But, madam, pardon me, how and where did 
you find out that the God of Nature is the God of 
Love ? Who informed you of that truth ? In 
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what ancient religious book or modern philosophi- 
cal treatise did you come across this discovery ? 
I ask you this question not out of captiousness, but 
very sincerely ; for you must know that the ques- 
tion of the disposition of the God of the universe 
toward His creatures has been a matter of specula- 
tive controversy since men began to make inquiry 
into the being and attributes of God. So far as I 
know, the Bible alone, among all books, has clearly 
taught us this sublime truth, and Jesus Christ is 
the complete revelation and embodiment of the 
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love of God." 

" Oh ! " was her prompt reply, " I do not need 
to consult books, either religious or philosophical, 
to teach me that God is Love. Nature is my 
teacher. I am an artist, don't you know ? and I 
spend my summers by the sea and in the woods, 
sketching ; and all Nature speaks to me of the 
love of God. The music of the sea as it laps the 
shingles on the beach, the sighing of the evening 
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zephyrs, the moonh'ght on the water, the beautiful 
foliage of the trees, and the lovely green grass that 
carpets the earth, the beauty and the fragrance of 
the flowers, the twinkling of the stars in the clear 
heavens above, the glinting of the sunbeams 
through the leaves and branches of the trees, the 
singing of the birds and — oh ! everything in Na- 
ture, reminds me that God is Love. I think it is a 
horrid doctrine which you ministers preach, that 
the love of God is revealed and manifested in the 
awful story of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. I 
cannot believe in such a cruel God. For if He 
were Love, He would never have allowed His Son 
to be murdered as the Jews murdered Jesus Christ, 
and especially would He never have deliberately 
given Him up to such a death, and refused to 
answer Him when He called out, * My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me } ' No God of 
Love would ever have acted in that manner toward 
His Son." 
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And so she went in a kind of poetical rhapsody 
over Nature, and in a polite tirade against the 
story of the Cross. I let her talk on until she 
stopped, almost out of breath, and then replied to 
her somewhat as follows : 

"My dear madam, all that you say about the 
sea, and the flowers, and the sunlight, and the 
voice of birds, is very beautiful ; but last month, 
just over there, in sight of land, there was a noble 
ship dashed to pieces on the rocks; and more 
than fifty sailors, who had been away from home 
two years on a whaling voyage, were sent to the 
bottom of the ocean, almost in sight and hearing 
of their wives and children. Tell me, what does 
the frightful and merciless fury of the oqean, 
when lashed by storm and tempest, teach you } 
If the flowers tell of the love of God, what do 
the poisonous weeds and ivy teach you t If the 
song of birds teaches you that God is Love, what 
does the biss of the rattlesnake teach you ? If 

Jld.i:.l^::Te.-iLi. ■. 



134 -^ South Windoiu, 



the sunshine glinting through the trees and fall- 
ing in lines of silvery light upon the green 
carpeted earth, teaches thaf God is Love, what 
does the blasting lightning and the desolating 
tornado teach you ? " 

She looked almost dazed for a moment, and 
then, with a shrug of her shoulders, which was 
almost a shudder, she calmly said : " Oh ! I never 
allow myself to think of such awful things. My 
religion is to look on the bright side and not on 
the dark side of life. My religion makes me 
hopeful and glad ; yours makes you gloomy and 
sad." And with this she bade me good-night, 
and left the little school-house, shutting her eyes 
to storm and rattlesnakes, and thinking bliss- 
fully only of the glinting sunshine and the song of 
birds. 

Now, as a matter of fact, this good (?) lady 
had plagiarized the doctrine of the Bible which 
teaches us that God is Love in Jesus Christ, 
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and then had thrown the Bible overboard, re- 
jected Jesus Christ, and tacked the truth she 
had filched from God's Book on to her system 
of unbelief, and supposed that she had gleaned 
this truth from Nature. This is the religion of 
sentimentalism, which so many are deluding their 
souls with. A half truth stolen from the Bible, 
but which has no force or power separated from 
Jesus Christ, is their " stock in trade." 

God is Love and God is a Heavenly Father ; 
but these truths are not discovered out of or 
apart from Jesus Christ ; nor can we come into 
the blessing of them except through Him who 
IS at once the rcvealer and embodiment of them. 
The love of God is in Christ Jesus our Lord, and 
is found nowhere else. We shall never weary 
proclaiming the blessed truth that God is Love, 
and that "he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in 
God, and God in him ; " but we can only proclaim 
it, or even know it, in Christ. All saving truth 
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is "in Him," "In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, accord- 
ing to the riches of His grace ; wherein He hath 
abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence.*' 
(Eph. i. 7.) " In Him " is life ; " in Him " God is 
well pleased with us; "in Him" we are seated 
together in the heavenly places ; and without or 
apart from Him we neither know God nor have 
any part in His eternal saving Love. This is a 
truth so important that it cannot be urged too 
intensely or too frequently. 

When I was a little boy of eight or nine years, 
I was sitting with my old grandmother before an 
enormous old-fashioned open fireplace, on which 
a great fire of logs was burning. The dear old 
mother suspended her knitting for a moment (she 
was always knitting), and stooped down to ar- 
range the two ends of a stick of wood which had 
burned through and fallen out on the hearth- 
stone. In doing so, her spectacles fell off her 
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nose on the stone hearth, and one of the eye- 
glasses was unfortunately broken. But my 
"granny" was not disturbed by the accident 
She quietly pulled the extra pair, which she 
always carried on the top of her head, down to 
her face, and picked up the broken pair. Having 
satisfied herself of the extent of the damage, slie 
at once released the whole eye-glass from the 
frame, and, turning to me, said : 

" Here, Fred, is something which will amuse 
you," and handed me the unbroken eye-glass. 

I did not know in what way I might be 
amused by what to my eyes was but a little 
piece of glass. It was a double convex lens ; but 
then a convex lens was a scientific instrument of 
unknown value to me, so I said : 

" I don't see how I am to amuse myself with 
that, grandma? " 

The dear old lady rose from her place before 
the fire, and leading the way, said : " Come with 
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mc, my dear, and I will show you how you may 
amuse yourself with this bit of glass, whose use 
and power you do not understand." 

It was a brilliant day in winter time ; the sun 
was shining from a cloudless sky, and being near 
noon time, it was at the height of its power. 

My grandmother led me out on to the broad 
veranda on the south side of the house, and 
taking. a piece of paper with her, she placed the 
bit of glass above it, facing the sun. In an in- 
stant there appeared a brilliant circle of white 
light upon the surface of the paper. This at once 
interested me. I could not understand why the 
sun shining through the glass should make it so 
white and light. But the wonder was to come. 
Drawing the glass up and down, the brilliant 
spot increased and decreased in size until the 
bright spot of light shrank to an infinitesimal 
point of white light ; and then in a moment, to 
my astonishment, the paper began to smoke, and 
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then to burn. I was filled with wonder and 
amazement. The power of a double convex lens 
to concentrate rays of the sun upon a focal point, 
and generate such a heat as to produce combus- 
tion, was unknown to me. In the midst of my 
exclamations of wonder, my good grandmother 
repeated her experiments upon the side of the 
house and upon the sleeve of my jacket, until I 
was wild with desire to try it myself. Having 
obtained the precious instrument, I experimented 
with it until I succeeded in operating it with 
satisfactory results ; and then I bolted down the 
village street in search of boys to whom I in- 
tended to exhibit my wonderful " burning glass/* 
I quickly found an interested company of spec- 
tators, to whom I explained the wonders of the 
glass, and made demonstration of its powers upon 
their jacket sleeves and upon the back of their 
hands, whenever I could induce some sceptic to 
allow me to prove to him that the smoke and fire 
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were no tricks, but real substances produced by 
the glass. 

This little incident of my childhood comes back 
to me now. How was it that the sun shining 
through the glass would burn even unto fire, 
when the same sun, shining out over all the 
world, only produced a mild and gentle warmth ? 
The answer is easy. Its power was concentrated 
by means of the glass. Now, suppose one should 
say : " I believe in the heat of the sun, but I do 
not believe in your burning glasses. I am co.n- 
tent with the sun at its natural strength." If it 
were a case of life and death that fire should be 
produced, a belief in, and a use of, the burning 
glass would be necessary. The sun would shine 
all the same, and a certain genial warmth from 
it might be experienced, but it would kindle no 
fire unless its rays were gathered and focalized, 
upon the point where the fire was desired. It is 
even so with the love of God. It is shining, so 
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to speak, out upon the whole world ; and all 
men, saints and sinners, are gaining a certain 
measure of diffused benefit from it ; but the gen- 
eral or universal love of God for the world and 
all created things will not save a single soul. 
God has set a great burning glass in the earth, 
through which all the rays of His mighty love 
are refracted upon those who draw near to it. 
Jesus Christ is that burning glass. He is the 
one Mediator between God and man, through 
whom the saving grace and love of God works 
with power. Yonder He is lifted up to the sight 
of the world on the Cross of Sacrifice, and who- 
soever believeth in Him is saved. As the sinner 
draws near to God by Christ Jesus, and looks 
at the invisible God, as revealed in His Son 
Jesus Christ, and approaches Him through that 
medium, lo! his soul is at once set on fire by 
the Divine love which is shed on us abundantly 
by the Holy Ghost (Titus iii.). 
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It is here, and only here, that we can find the 
love of God operating in saving power. Let the 
children of God always draw near to God by 
Him, and "keep themselves in the love of God," 
as that love is manifested and poured out upon 
us through Him. Let the sinner, no matter how 
lost from God, draw near to God by Jesus Christ, 
and lo ! as he kneels at the foot of the Cross, 
•* the washing of regeneration, and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost," will be his gracious portion. 

"What shall we then say to these things? If 
God be for us, who can be against us ? He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things? Who shall lay anything to 
the chaise of God's elect? It is God that justi- 
fieth. Who is he tliat condemneth ? It is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us. Who shall s^eparate us from 
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the love of Christ ? . . . For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, no* 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 

the Love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
OUR Lord" (Rom. viii. 31-39)^ 
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